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Kcl Cuni, an Albanian, arrived in Trieste from Yugoslavia on 31 August 
1^4 in possession of a Yugoslav travel. - perrait v^id for travel, to Trieste. 
Cuni, the son of Sokol and ^uta Prenussi, was born in Shkoder, Albania, on 
15 December 1 91> . A clerk, ' he is single, ana a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church . He . remained in Trieste until 9 Sep tember 195U at wh£ch/,t±me he was * 
taken across the '^T-I.taJd^/^rd^p by Jf y ta'tw ; to Cervignano, Italy, where 
he was placed, on a train bound for Horne 

Cuni was debriefed by C 3 during the period 31 August - 8 September 195U. 
/ C did not take notes during the debriefing and, as is evident from . 
an examination of the infori.iati on provided, Cuni seemed to avoid giving 
any tiling . but general infomation t on his activities during the last five 
years, . H S2 states that Cuni at times actually attempted to avoid cer- 
tain subjects of intelligence interest and always succeeded in. keeping the 
discus sion on general topics , CL LU is a personal friend of Cuni and the 
entire debriefing was conducted in an atmosphere of friendly discussion 
rather than an actual interrogation, which was in line with C SJ 
position and Cuni*s ties with the Italian services • 


CUni was recruited fcr a mission into Albania ;by Italian Naval intelligence 
during the early part of 1949. He was one of a number of Alban^^s taJcen . . 
from Italian refugee camps and sent to the Island of Montecristo for train- 
ing in clandestine operations. None of the Albanians wertr permitted to i 
leave the Island^uring the training period; however, on one occasion 
Cu ni and Aluslj)?tle shanaka, another trainee, we re pe rod ttea one short trip 
to Rome .~;T>uring the LYa^Sing period Cuni noticed a certain amount of 
political spallation on the p)drt pf the directors of the (Blo ku Kom betar 

because Lep^Coliqi, the brother of /professor ) Ernest > 
yS Tigi, and Caf feg/viora were included in the training group alfliougfi~~ 
it was known~ lT priori that .they would never actually take part in the mi s* 
sion to Albania, koth Koliqi and Vlora were paid even though they were 
not active. 

Approximately 20 Albanians took part in the tr^iAing program, Cuni could 
dnly recall the name* of Alush Lleshanaka, Zef/luka, Ojor^ujina j, OJon 
Melyshi, and Pasko^etaj. Among the instructors CUni recalls Italian ~ 

Major; Qe Angel! s (lYui) who taught map- reading and was known as a veteran 
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parachuti.pt • >}j©th Cuni and Lloiihanaka were given Lipecial. training ih 
radio trunetossion. During the ^ training poriod \yn^e^.era- o£\_the r ^ro\^> • 
received pay at the rate of 3Q,0*X) lire per month which in-, 
creased to 60, 000 lire per month. In addition, the group received food, 
clp thing and . board . The agreemen t with the Italians provided that 
members of the group would continue to receive 60,'»0 1 ire mon thly even 
when they were on the mission in Albania and, in case of death, the money 
: would be given to the family of the deceased. , . 

5 • ShortD.y before to^^roup left for Albania an incident between Cuni and . : 
members of the B & I (in the person of Dr. . Jsmajl/ycrlaci> Professor Ernest 
Koliqi and G J o lyffta rkagj qni ) occurred when Cuni insisted on being told . 
whe the r or not the Americans were involved in the mission. Cuni had 
repeatedly been told that the Americans were participating but since he 
had not seen any American representative during the training period he 
doubted whe the r the Americans had knowledge of the mission* Cuni stated 
that he would npt go through wi th it unless he was assured that the American 
; services were included. Matters took a turn for the worse when Verlaci 
refused to clarify the nature of American pa i ticipation. Cuni goes so . 
far as to state that the BKI considered executing him for desertion but 
Cuni was saved through the intervention of a high „of ficial^of^lt*^ 

Naval Int^^ (fru ),vho informed Cwii that the American ser- 

vices were well briefed on die fission and were also included in it . 

6* Before leaving for Albania, the nine members of Cuni 1 a group (names not 
given) attended church services conducted by a major in the Italian 
Chaplain Corps. All of the group were members of th^ftbaan Catholic 
Cliurch. . Presort at the church Services were Count (fnu) and 
••-V Coninandante/fJeltraine (fnu) both officials of ludianlfaval Intelligence, 

„ operation once it ^ entered Albania. . : 

7 . Each member of the group was issued cold weather clothing, a machine gun, 
a Beretta pistol, hand grenades, cpapasses, Zeiss binoculars, a Rolex 
watch and a pup tent. : The group was also given 300 gold napoleons. Tbe " 
group commanded by Cuni left Rome aboard a tri-motor military airplane 
at 1635 hours on 28 December 1?U9. Count Carobio was also aboard the 
plane and he accompanied the men as far as the Jumping ^off point. The 

group Juiced at approximately 1975 hours and landed in an area apprcxijwtelor 
15 kilometers northwest of JCUkes, slightly off the target area. Cuni to **-■ 
self landed on a tree and spent almost two hours freeing himself . In the 
meanwhile the members of the group were scattered oyer the entire area 
and did not manage to regroup until 2300 hours of the same day after 
having fired a number of pistol shots to locate each other. The first 
night was spe nt walkLng towards Dardhe . The first radio comuni cation 
with the Naval Ministry in Rome was made on 29 December 19U9. Subse- 
quently Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. The grotp was supplied 
by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls that on one occasion a pack- 
age was lost containing a thousand gold napoleons. 
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8. .Approximately one month after arrived in Albania one of Cuni's wen, 

Nlkpl (Inu), who was approximately 23 years of and * native, of 
Bregu Mates, Albania, attempted to surrender to the Ubanian pol ice . 

N’ikol left the main ^roup in an attempt to reach an Albanian police 
station bu t wa s d is co vered by Cuni before he could op so > N ikpl wa s 
extreme :ly nervous and stated that/. he ' c.Q;Vdii.; hot '^ptinue. *ith;M.the mission 
and that he wanted to turn himself in to the aigurird t. Cuni took no 
acti on agai ns t j.'ikol because he felt sorry f of ^ and he forgave him./ 

9. Contact was established with the in the Puka / 

.. and riirdita area approximately two months of’ ter Cuni ^arrival In Albania. 
Among Cuni* s contacts in the resistance group was |ii^8hl laku» Shllaku 
provided valuable military inf oration to Cuni Vs grdup* lihich information 
the. former received from M^k^Shllaku (no t related) who is presently reside 
ing in Shkoder. In early i9^ HI1 Shllaku crossed the ydbiiniaui border into 
Yugosl a via . Two months after. Kil Shllaku escape d tp Yugoslavia he re- 
entered Albania on an intelligence ptLssion for UD3 and contacted Cuni. ; 
i . Shllaku had in his possession various Yugoslav propaganda ail for 

distribution in Albania. Cuni was disappointed^ ^ 
tar the UUB and told him so. Shllaku replied that he had been forced to 
undertake the mission. According : ..to.Chini, Shllaku is a very capable auid 
; courageous individual whose only weakness is his love of money , for which 
. he would risk everything. -.T 

10. The day before Ash Wednesday of 1950, Curd received a r^ullo message from 
Rome advising him that Alush Lleshanaka and his group we pe to be dropped 

... in the vicinity of Cuni 1 * area on the next cuqt. Cunivm* instructed to 
mark the landing spot by lighting four lar^ borifires. On Ash Vednesday 
Cuni learned that Nikol had again left ;tihe Udf die Wtb 15 ^old 
. napoleons, with the intention of retching Sigurimit . since tfikol knew of 
Lleshanaka* s arrival Cuni feared that Wlkpl would inform the Siguidjaitj 
therefore Cuni radioed Rone in an attempt to del^y the drop. Since this 
• was not possible, Cuni transferred the drop zone tip an area near He nolle . 
Later Cuni learned from his infornants that Nikol had passed through the 
villages of Puka, Vaudajes and Glade r, crossing the prin River by raft 
with the help of a local villager to whoa he paid one gold napoleon, this 
person, who was actually a Sigurimit agent and was suspicious of the gold . 
..napoleon, incident to Sigurinit which started a search of the 

.. area, arrested Nikol ana took him to Tirana. Cuni is certain that Mkol 
did n^t inform the Sigurinit about t the: mission since there were no reper- 
cushions >? a result of his arrest. According to infornation Cuni received 
in Yugoslavia ore year ago, Nikol is still in a Tirana prison^ 

11. Alush Lleshanaka*^ team arrived on Ash Wednesday with no trouble. The 
team was to operate in the Elbasan area. Cuni cwt Lleshanaka ape roxim tely 
seven days after the latter arrived and, after a short stay with Cuni, 
Lieshanaka and his group left for Elbasan. The aircraft carryir^ the 
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Ideahar.aka group aJso: brought a supply ol food which . wa:: ..dropped a short ; 
distance away from the area suj nailed by Cuni. Several of the group were 
dispatched to recover the packages. Ln a fight which ensued between the. 
group end, police agents, tvo of Guni’s men and ydven police agents were 
killed. . 

Lleshanaka ope rated in the pjbasari area and. maintained radio con tac t yl th 
Rome almost on. a daily basis . Approximately three mo ntrvs af 'ter the arrival 
of Lleshanaka 1 3 ,;roup,his radio fail^d and -Lleshanaka personally went to 
llbasan to obtain spare parts. Gn the Elbasan^Pyka road he net Cbnl, who' 
advised him against, rpinz to Elbdsan and r.aoe arrangements to provide the 
radio 32 a re parts.. Approx Ima be Ly o ne. , mo n th later lleshanaka was killed in 
a. skirmish with £l ; pirimit agents. Ope day -au ring- a ponaal natrol by Curl'.' 
in his area he ran across a person who atViu. t tec be L a< a jigurimit informant 
on a rl3tiion to discover anti -Communist activities in the noun tain areas. 
The group decided to execute him on the spot; however, by some strange 
law of the fountains (Kanuni iek pukagjinit) the person was spared af ter . 
he had sworn that he would never again eng a. ;e in any political activity. 
Cuni is con'/inced that the parser* kept his word and never reported the 
nis sior. 1 b presence, in the zone . r 

In 1950 Cuni established contact with three school teacher 3 in the vicinity 
of puka for, the purpose of soliciting, information of an economic r atupe 
from them. . Cuni mentioned the pane oi orUy one of the teachers, 

All three agreed to provide information. Cuni received valuable Irlor^atior. 
Wiich he transmitted to Rojprf ana wnich he later learned was printed lh an 
article published by Xhe^ercwr/ in Aprils under the head- 

ing ’•An Inquiry on Albania," The He reuiy Press Agency is located at 
2ij6_ Via di jUpetje, Rome • I ts director is Hass tno/vf f receuzzi ana i ts 
edi tor is ^noy/odicel ^ 


In 195Q Cuni met Paskv* jSuna, an anti-Cccinunist operating in the yjLrUta 
Zone , suna, a youth of 2^ ye are, had been; operating in thAt awa for 
several years and was considered one of the rrost active in the reslsUsce 
Kovecaent and one of the most feared by the comunists. He had joined the 
fight against the cornurii;ts in order to vindicate the death of his . 
father and five brothers. He was said to have killed new than 200 
comunists. Sutia was later killed in a fight with approx Laately >00 
police agents. f^na , s rune is very popular in the Hirdita Zone and be;': 
is considered a martyr for the antd-ccrrnmistic cause. ^ 

Italian radio sippert for the team was excellent. One radio message re- 
ceived from Rome, which particularly impressed Cuni, was a message from 
the Jiaval Ministry which Irf of ned Cuni of an incident which had occurred 
at Puka only ZU hours previous. The message stated that °al Bib^iirakaJ 
and seven Albanians had broken into and robbed a State Cooperative Store i 
in Puka and were now proceeding to a maun tain hide-out not far Crum Cuni. 
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Rome abAe d Cuni bo. contact them, .which . Cuni managed U> cio. doyevtrr, it 
was not until aj)proxima teiy two months. later, que to tine -heavy police . 
activity in tiie Mirdita zone. During trie early part of 1951 r Cuni re- 
•cqived radio rorrinuriic a cions from Rome asking whether or not he was ac- 
quainted with a; certain- Albania n f rpm link o de r w»o attended the University 
of Trieste, receive d a degree in political science in 19ii ; , ; was married 
and had one child ( AX C3pi-(B belie ve s the radio message referred to him) ♦ 

Rome al$p inquired on. the identity of an Albanian from ohkoder who resided 
ih Trie ste, then moved to Genoa and later bo xome . TMc person 1 ^ brother 
/was a shoemaker in Shkoder ( At CC.VB believes the message refers to Koi 
Hpgaj who is presently residing in Vevr Haven, Connecticut). .The sa-e ries^' 
sage was repeated for four day a and although Cuni knew the answer he: 
reported ne a tively . to toth que s tions . Curd still cannot guess the sig- 
nificance of the . two. questions >s they were copole tely out of context and . . 
apparently were asked for no reason. . 

Cuni stated tha t today the , Albanian an ti-cornwiis t re si stance mo veoent can ~ 
be considered as a minor force. The ccemnists have kept a close watch on 
even tr»e smallest nucleus of potential an tA-ccmpsunis t> and take immediate 
steps to neutralize them whether they are of an internal nature or infil- 
trated Into ^bania fro Drastic steps have been taken 

a gal ret ary one assisting the inti -communist resistance groups) toe harbor- 
ing of an anti-co mnunlst is a' •erlae punishable by inmedla te execut ion of the 
entl ro 'family of' -the pc rson involved* ; ; - 

The rain difficulty encoun tered ty the anti-cocwuni s t resistance forces is 
the lack of food and arms and also the lack of support fran the population 
who fear the reprisals of the connunist authorities* Cuni estimated that 
app roxl-^A tely UOO persons were arrested curing the three years he 'm in 
Albania as a direct result of their haying had contact vi th Cuni ar<d his 
group. When Cuni arrived in Albania the resistance movement in the Hirdita 
Dukagjini area numbered over 100 persons . Today Cuni believes that that 
number has been reduced to less than 30 persons. It is rare difficult to 
conduct clandestine activities now than it ns in 19b? . 

The population is willing to support a. large-scale ope ration with the Mis- 
sion of liberating Albania, but or the other hand the people are afraid 
to suppo rt small scale, harrassing- type operations fbr fear of reprisals. 
Cuni stated that the people want a Western liberation and, rather than be 
subject to a liberation by fugoelavia, they prefer to remain under the 
present, regime . 

In 105U, in order to combat the infiltration of Yugoslav .teaats into 
Albania, the Albanian Government decided to issue anas to selected persona 
in the mountainous areas of Kalclja, Hadbe, Dukagjinl and Kirdlta. This 
novo had a favorable psychological effect on the people since <h^ felt 
they were contributing towards the defense of Albania a^ainet the 
Yugoslavs. 
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Cuni states ti»t liis Ms^on was able to remain in Albania lor such a long 
period due to the following factors: v 

: a, Ttie support given to Cuni 1 s grpup by pai 5it> Mrakaj with his. 
numerous :faiti>ful friends. ; 

by The largo arnoimt of money spent by the group in AJbania* As an 
example, Cuni cited the case of one fan lly in the vicinity of 
:/l\xiilei >hich rece^ f^l4 nap^ selling 

V‘" food and clothing to the group ••-..’•V ■ ‘ ’ t " . 

c. The cold-blooded coira^e of the members of the group. 

d • ’ The group 1 3; hope of eventually escaping to Creeps or Italy rather 
than by way of Yugoslavia. • 

e. The grbup operated only in the most di ff i cul t terrain in the Iballe; 
-ban^^^pne PuJca .are^s^;' 

When 'juni deciced to cross the borae r into TUgcsla via, he sen t pal Bib 
Mi rakaj to contact UD3 in Gjakova to explain Cuni* s positi on and to cetera 
nine what treatment the t r DB would give to Cuni add his group after crossing 
into Yugoclavia* PJ. rakaj sooka to a IDB Major ^KapUarl (fnuj vfco assured 
the former that Cuni * s group would be cranted^olitical asylum with all 
rights as political refugees. Prior to leaving Albania, Cuni told Pone 
of his decision and received pe mission to do 06 from Hope with instruct 
tions to bury the group's radio in the Konedhe sons at the mouth cf the 
Drln River without telling the other nenbe rs of the ads si on* Cuni did as 
instructed, telling the others that he had destroyed the radio and thrown 
it into the river# 

(hini c no as ed the YVigoal a v border near Gjakova in Xqy or June 1951# Ke 
)»s accompanied by 25 armed renand four women, one of when was FAriJe 
'Haveriqi# In lUgp?CLaria, Cuni and the ^up were treated well but isolated 
from other Albanians for the first several months# During his confinement 
in Yugoslavia numbers of Cuni • s group were almost coaeietely forgotten by 
the Italians and they received only a few clothing parcels fron Italy. 

In 195?, Cuni attempted to send a report on/Ubanian activlti^^ in YUgo-f* 
slavla to the Italians and selected foagiyOolani, , a declared anti* 
cow unis t and intimate friend of Kol BHTBl^^roJcaj, who resided in 
Rome to act as the courier# Cuni trus ted Go jani, who was ostensibly 
a businessman and vho bad lent Cuni «d others of his group store th*i 
200,000 dinars. Cuni < 3 ve Gojani a report which the latter was to send 
to Kpl Bib Blbnirakaj^ 'However, puzii learned that the report was given 
by Go jani to Colonel foti y Kijo vlc, chief _a£JJM^ 

Obviously, Oojani was a UDB informant. Cuni was subsequently called by 
Mijovic and severely reprimanded for atterrpting to sneak the report out 
of Yugoslavia# 
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""1 Comment? Cuni did riot volunteer any information on hie three- 
stay ip Yugoslavia and he was not pressed on this point* 
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